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Abstract
Higher education is increasingly becoming a global business. The
main factor to distinguish between different universities is university
ranking. Numerous university ranking systems directly or indirectly
rely on research visibility and impact. The visibility for high quality
research and publications are usually high. However, very few
researchers may do high quality research that causes them to receive
well-known awards like the Nobel Prize. The majority of
researchers are doing moderate quality research, which needs to be
promoted well for being visible and getting impact in the future. In
this webinar, Nader elaborates the effect of research visibility and
impact on university rankings and introduces some “Research
Tools” which allows the researchers and universities to increase the
research impact and visibility for their publications.

Keywords: H-index, Improve citations, Research tools, Research visibility,
Research impact, University rankings
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Source: Lantsoght, E. O. (2018). The A-Z of the PhD Trajectory, A Practical Guide for a Successful Journey: Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-

77425-1

Visibility refers to how well 
other scientists and/or the 
general public know your 

research and you as a 
researcher.

Visibility

5

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-77425-1


The easiest definition of 
'research impact' 

is
‘making a difference‘.
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Source: https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/ris/researchimpact/

https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/ris/researchimpact/


No. Topic

1 University rankings and visibility

2 IRAN visibility status

3 International collaborations

4 Write article collaboratively

5 Establish repository

6 Open Access (OA) increases citation rate and visibility

7 Academic social networks

8 Visibility Check

9 Avoid unethical approaches

10 Q&A
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THE World University Rankings 2021: methodology

Source: https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/world-university-rankings-2021-methodology

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/world-university-rankings-2021-methodology
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/world-university-rankings-2021-methodology
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Shanghai Ranking's Academic Ranking of World 
Universities Methodology 2020

Source: https://www.shanghairanking.com/methodology/arwu/2020

https://www.shanghairanking.com/methodology/arwu/2020


•Academic reputation (40%)
•Employer reputation (10%)
•Faculty/Student Ratio (20%)
•Citations per faculty (20%)
• International faculty 
ratio/International student ratio 
(5% each)
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QS World University Rankings – Methodology

Source: https://www.topuniversities.com/qs-world-university-rankings/methodology

https://www.topuniversities.com/qs-world-university-rankings/methodology
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ISC Ranking Criteria & Indicators - 2020

Source: https://wur.isc.ac/Home/Methodology

https://wur.isc.ac/Home/Methodology
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Source: https://www.scimagojr.com/countryrank.php

https://www.scimagojr.com/countryrank.php
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Source: https://www.scimagojr.com/comparecountries.php?ids[]=ir&ids[]=be&ids[]=tr

https://www.scimagojr.com/comparecountries.php?ids%5b%5d=ir&ids%5b%5d=be&ids%5b%5d=tr
https://www.scimagojr.com/comparecountries.php?ids%5b%5d=ir&ids%5b%5d=be&ids%5b%5d=tr
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Source: https://www.scimagojr.com/countrysearch.php?country=IR

IRAN

https://www.scimagojr.com/countrysearch.php?country=IR
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My paper “Effective Strategies for Increasing 
Citation Frequency” usage count reached 29,614.
(Available online at https://works.bepress.com/aleebrahim/76/) 

Surprisingly, few people from my home country 
downloaded the paper. It seems “Research Visibility and 
Impact” is not their priority.

Jul 4, 2021

Source: https://www.linkedin.com/posts/aleebrahim_researchtools-researchimpact-researchvisibility-activity-6817200239485751296-0MEr

https://works.bepress.com/aleebrahim/76/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/aleebrahim_researchtools-researchimpact-researchvisibility-activity-6817200239485751296-0MEr


No. Topic

1 University rankings and visibility

2 IRAN visibility status

3 International collaborations

4 Write article collaboratively

5 Establish repository

6 Open Access (OA) increases citation rate and visibility

7 Academic social networks

8 Visibility Check

9 Avoid unethical approaches

10 Q&A
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Ale Ebrahim, Nader and Gholizadeh, Hossein and Lugmayr, Artur, Maximized 
Research Impact: An Effective Strategies for Increasing Citations (December 
15, 2017). Managing and Leading Creative Universities – Foundations of 
Successful Science Management: A Hands-On Guide for (Future) Academics
(pp. 29-51). Tampere, Finland: International Ambient Media Association (iAMEA); ISBN 
978-952-7023-16-7, Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3101575
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Source: https://www.scimagojr.com/comparecountries.php?ids[]=ir&ids[]=be&ids[]=tr
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Source: https://www.mindmeister.com/39583892/research-tools-by-nader-ale-ebrahim?fullscreen=1

https://www.mindmeister.com/39583892/research-tools-by-nader-ale-ebrahim?fullscreen=1
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Source: https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/view/repository_by_country/

Rank Country Repositories Percentage

7 Turkey 161 2.83%

38 Belgium 33 0.58%

47 Iran 18 0.32%

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/view/repository_by_country/
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Source: https://plos.org/open-access-week-citations/

https://plos.org/open-access-week-citations/
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Source: https://www.researchgate.net/institution/University-of-TehranSource: https://www.researchgate.net/institution/Stanford-University

https://www.researchgate.net/institution/Stanford-University
https://www.researchgate.net/institution/University-of-Tehran
https://www.researchgate.net/institution/University-of-Tehran
https://www.researchgate.net/institution/Stanford-University
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Source: https://visibilitycheck.library.uu.nl/

https://visibilitycheck.library.uu.nl/
https://visibilitycheck.library.uu.nl/
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Source: http://wiki.lib.sun.ac.za/index.php/SUNScholar/Research_Article_Metrics

http://wiki.lib.sun.ac.za/index.php/SUNScholar/Research_Article_Metrics
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Source: https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02378-2

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02378-2
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